It has come to our attention that Bedfordshire police are very concerned about the number of incidents in the area involving “con men”. Posing as Water Board officials they are gaining entry into homes, particularly of the elderly, and stealing money and valuables while the householder’s back is turned.
Please be extra vigilant and keep doors locked when you are out of earshot. There has already been one incident in Swineshead.   


Dates for your diary  

Parish Council meetings in the year 2006/7:

· Thursday, 28th Sept– Swineshead 
· Thursday, 9th Nov – Pertenhall

· Thursday 18th Jan – Swineshead

· Thursday 8th Mar – Swineshead

- Meeting for the Electors.

· Thursday 19th May – Pertenhall

- AGM.

All meetings are at 8.00 and the public is always welcome.
Your Parish Councillors – written by themselves.
Jan Herdan (Swineshead)
Background and roots

Born in mid Wales I spent my early years in a village where the life and health of the community were of the utmost importance. When we moved to Norfolk I learnt to appreciate the facilities and amenities a city offered.

Education and employment

After 10 years as a convent schoolgirl I went to train as a teacher in London where I stayed for a few years before moving to teach in Bristol. Having by this time married Ben we went together to the Netherlands where we lived for 12 years and loved having Europe on our doorstep. We returned to the UK and Swineshead 22 years ago and finally put down roots. We couldn’t have chosen a lovelier village or a friendlier community. I retired from teaching five years ago and have never been busier.

My family

Ben and I have five daughters and three grand daughters and I believe we have experienced every joy and sorrow in the book. Needless to say quality of life for 

all is of the utmost importance to me.

Hobbies and interests.

I am addicted to travelling and have bag permanently packed. I also love the theatre, reading and our menagerie of aging beasts. I feel passionately about the preservation and sustainability of rural life but I also believe that progress is vital for survival.
Tim Kingham [Pertenhall]
Background and Roots

Born of older parents [my father fought in the First World War], I was brought up in a Chiltern village. I lived there for 45 years watching it change into a dormitory for London commuters.

Education and Employment

Following school I served a five year engineering apprenticeship, went to college and have been a production engineer, work and time study engineer, and production controller. In the 70s I was drawn to computers and became a computer system engineer, programmer, salesman and consultant. I now work locally as an IT manager.
My family

I have one son by my first marriage and live with my second wife, Angela, in the barns we converted about nine years ago from her grandfather’s old farm buildings in Wood End Lane.
Hobbies and Interests

I am a self confessed petrol head and raced motorcycles for 30 years at most tracks in the UK.  
While I have built my sports car, my real love is rebuilding and riding old motorcycles. I also maintain a couple of web sites and write the occasional article for magazines.
Neil Pateman (Pertenhall) 

Background
I was born in 1937 in Luton, and moved to Markyate in Hertfordshire at age 10.
Education and Employment
I was educated in St Albans Grammar School and then Oaklands Agricultural College in Hatfield.

Family

I am married to Nicky and we have lived in Chapel Yard for the last 17 years. We have 5 children between us and 9 grandchildren, one daughter and 2 grandchildren living in Queensland, Australia.

Interests.
My interests, as well as country pursuits, are travel, gardening and golf.

My passion is for the survival of village life and a thriving British agriculture.
Steven Pollard [Pertenhall]
Background

I was born in Kent and spent time during childhood in Portsmouth, Durham and Lancashire. I moved to Pertenhall 10 years ago after a short time in Bedford.

Education and Employment

I went to school at Christ’s Hospital in Horsham and then did my degree, in English, at Oxford University. I have taught since 1982, spending three years in Sudan and Ethiopia as well as at schools in Sussex, as a boarding Housemaster, and Leicester. I have been Head of English at Kimbolton School since 1996.

Family

I am married to Angela, who teaches in Bedford, and have two children, Patrick, aged 17 and Alexandra aged 14.

Cont.
Hobbies

Apart from having an irrational passion for Portsmouth FC I enjoy golf, which I play very badly, walking, cycling around the local countryside and involvement with various equestrian activities – we have a little land and a horse in Thurleigh.

Brian Stevens [Swineshead]

Background
Born in Wiltshire in the 30s. Brought up in Northampton. Left home for National Service [RAF] in 1948

Education and Employment

Graduate geographer – taught in secondary modern, grammar and comprehensive schools in Cheshire, Lancashire and Kirby (Liverpool – Z-cars town). Spent 25 years as headmaster of large secondary schools in Lancashire, Cheshire and, from 1975, at Longsands, St Neots. National 
President of the Secondary Heads association 1988-89.

Family

Moved to Swineshead (to a converted barn) in 1983. Widowed in 2002. Two “children” and four grandchildren, scattered across UK.

Interests

 Involved in Parish Council work since 1967 – in three different Councils, in Cheshire, Little Paxton and now Pertenhall and Swineshead. Chairman of P. and SW. since 2002. Other interests include tennis (Veterans County), golf, genealogy, steam railways, and my second home in Charente in SW France.

Our two farming councillors will have more time to write for the next edition of the Newsletter.
Your New Parish Council
Your Parish Councillors
· Thomas Bates [Pertenhall]  
       01480 860 275
· Jan Herdan [Swineshead]  

      01234 708 692

· Tim Kingham [Pertenhall]

      01480 861915   

·  Neil Pateman [Pertenhall]    01480 860 367         
· Steven Pollard [Pertenhall] 01480 861 414
· Brian Stevens[ Swineshead]

       01234 708 850  

· Michael Whitlock[Swineshead]

      01234 708 362

    Garry Telling [Mrs] - Clerk

      01480 860 439

    Email:   gtelling@gefh.ndo.co.uk
Web site address:

www.pertenhallandswines
headparishcouncil.org.uk

A Parish Plan for Swineshead
Swineshead is celebrating a 96.5% return on the Parish Plan questionnaires. An effective steering group has emerged: Lesley Willcock (Minutes Sec.), Sian Slater (Financial Co-ordinator), D Delf, Pat Tate, Colin Thompson and Michael Whitlock, with Jan Herdan as Co-ordinator.
The tick boxes and comments have all been entered into special computer programmes and that information is currently being collated. Obvious areas of concern are emerging:
a] the speed of vehicles on approaches to and in the High Street

b] the condition of the roads

c] the number of HGVs travelling through the village

Respondents also express strong feelings about improving recycling facilities, the condition of the churchyard wall and the preservation and upkeep of the church.

It is obvious that the majority of residents love living here and recognise what a special village Swineshead is. An Open Meeting, preceded by a flyer, is planned for early autumn when the full results will be displayed and all villagers will have the opportunity to contribute and to prioritise any “actions”.
Jan Herdan.
Highway Matters
Swineshead

Jan Herdan [01234 708 692]
Work on Melchbourne Road and High Street was completed in May. White lining has been done at the junctions. The Highways Dept. has been informed again of the gullies that have still not been cleared.

Anglia Water has been asked to look outside Close Cottages and Sandye Lane where there are signs of leakage.
The damaged sign post on the Riseley/ Melchbourne Road junction was eventually repaired mid-June.
Pertenhall

Thomas Bates [01480 860 275]

If you have any comments to make about the roads in Pertenhall please contact Thomas Bates.
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