From the Chairman’s desk 

At the Annual General Meeting in May we were able to welcome Neil Pateman from Pertenhall as the Council’s Vice-Chairman for 2007/2008. New to the Council in 2006, we were delighted that Neil has felt able to take on this role so early in his Council career.

At the time of writing the Parish Plan is virtually ready for delivery to the printers, and should be in the hands of residents before the end of June. An enormous debt of gratitude is owed to all those who have contributed, and we will try to include the names of the principal participants in the next issue of this Newsletter.
In addition, the Council has scheduled an extra meeting for October 18th, 2007 where the only item on the agenda will be actions to take, resulting from the plan, and residents will be warmly welcomes to attend this meeting. Please note the date in your diaries.
Brian Stevens – chairman.


-
Dates for your diary  

Parish Council meetings in the year 2007/8. All dates are Thursdays.
· 5th July – Pertenhall – 8.00
· 27 Sept – Pertenhall – 8.00

· 18th October – Swineshead – 7.30 – Parish Plans only.
· 22nd Nov – Pertenhall –         8.00

· 10th Jan – Swineshead – 8.00

· 13th March – Pertenhall – 7.30, Meeting for the Electors

· 15th May – Swineshead – 8.00 – AGM.
Litter Pick – Saturday   

          - 29th September

 - details on notice boards and in Honeycomb nearer the time.

Alan Constant has offered to organise this in Swineshead.

A volunteer is needed to organise the Litter Pick in Pertenhall.  Please contact clerk.

Vehicle Activated Sign in Swineshead.

The VAS [Vehicle Activated Sign] is now working well in Swineshead. 


Newsletter by email.

The clerk has emailed 30 people in the two villages, asking if they would prefer to have their Newsletter by email.

If you would like to be added to this list please contact the clerk

gtelling@gefh.ndo.co.uk
In the case of some out-of-the-way houses this is a great help to the councillors who do the deliveries.

It is appreciated that many people do not have access to email so delivery house to house will continue as before for most villagers.

The councillors have taken note of the Data Protection Act 1998 and are now in possession of a Confirmation of Entry in the register.

     

Heavy Lorries in Swineshead High Street.

Many Swineshead residents are concerned about the number, size and speed of the lorries now using Swineshead High Street.

This was discussed at the recent Parish Council meeting and it was decided to ask residents to note the details on any lorries they deem to be unsuitable in the High Street.

They are asked then to contact the owners direct.


A new seat in Pertenhall

An excellent new seat is now in place. Thanks to Neil Pateman for arranging this.


The B.O.A.T in Sandye Lane.

There is concern that in the winter months vehicles are ignoring the sign asking them not to drive beyond a certain point on Sandye Lane. The result is that the surface of the Lane, towards SWinehsead Wood, is very churned up.

Swineshead councillors are to meet with Adrian Fett of the Rights of Way Dept. to discuss this problem.  The solution to the problem may be a gate which would be closed in winter and open in summer.

Speed Checks.
The police have been asked about the apparent lack of speed checks in the villages.

They say that speed checks will be carried out only when there have been complaints.

However, at the North East Beds Community Liaison Forum, Gary Baldwin, from the Riseley Police Post, said that residents should note the registration numbers of speeding vehicles over a few days, and contact him. He will write to the owners of vehicles whose registration numbers are persistently reported to him.


Highway Matters
Pertenhall

Thomas Bates [01480 860 275]
In March Thomas had a long list including

- Blocked gullies in Green End

- Damaged verges in Chadwell End

- Patching needed at the Kimbolton Road junction of Swineshead Road

- Patching on Lt. Staughton Road

- Subsidence on the carriageway on Kimbolton Road.

In May he reported that 

- repairs to the B660 and would be completed in 2 weeks time.

- the FP at the bottom of Wood End Lane would be seeded in the autumn and closed for 3 weeks to aid germination.
Swineshead

Jan Herdan [01234 708 692]
At the March meeting Jan commented on the fact that the High Street had been resurfaced in May 2006, but that since then areas had been dug up and patched by Anglian Water and that the surface had suffered from the large number of heavy contractors’ vehicles turning by the various building sites in the village.

Sandye Lane has been put forward for consideration for future resurfacing.

Parking on verges is still a problem which to date has not been solved.
In March she said that nothing had been done to improve Sandye Lane nor the flooding outside Brook Farm.
Recycling
At the recent meeting of the North East Beds. Community Liaison Forum emphasis was placed on recycling, and parish councils 

were urged to encourage their parishioners to recycle as much as possible.


Waiting for the school bus 

At the meeting in March concern was expressed by residents in Wood End Lane, Pertenhall. Parents delivering children to the school bus, or waiting to collect them from the bus, were parking in such a way as to make the junction with the B660 even more dangerous.

Further problems arose when changes of pick up points meant some children walking on Chapel Hill at very busy times of the day.

Since then a meeting between the Transport Contracts Manager and the police has come up with a solution.

We wait to see how successful this is.  


The Summer Plague of Flies in Swineshead.

A letter has been received by the parish councillors, from T M Daniel, Environmental Health Officer for Beds. Borough Council.

It states that an Abatement Notice was served on Bird Bros. on the 14th March 2007. This prohibits practices which led to the gross infestation of flies in previous years. The Pollution Control Team will monitor the situation and the consultant retained by Bird Bros. will make several unannounced visits to the farm. It is hoped that the situation of the last two years will not recur.
Your Parish Council

Your Parish Councillors

· Thomas Bates [Pertenhall]  

       01480 860 275

· Jan Herdan [Swineshead]  

       01234 708 692

· Tim Kingham [Pertenhall]

      01480 861915   

·  Neil Pateman [Pertenhall]    01480 860 367         

· Steven Pollard [Pertenhall] 01480 861 414

· Brian Stevens[ Swineshead]

       01234 708 850  

· Michael Whitlock[Swineshead]

      01234 708 362

    Garry Telling [Mrs] - Clerk

      01480 860 439

    Email:   gtelling@gefh.ndo.co.uk
Web site address:

www.pertenhallandswines
headparishcouncil.org.uk
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